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open out possibilities that can hardly be thought of
at the present time. But, for such a meeting, the
first thing of all that would be needed would be the
restoration of mutual trust.
A word may be written in conclusion concerning
Abdul Ghaffar's relation to Hinduism. He is a very
devout Musalman, who never misses each day the
call to prayer. Yet he holds very strongly indeed
that men like Mahatma Gandhi are worshippers of
the One God and that their religion is as real to
them as Islam is real to him, I have lived with the
Khan Sahib while he has been at GandhyYs1 Asram,
and have seen the perfect unity between them, as
men of religion, without any compromise of essen-
tials on either side. Even the Mahatma's fast did
not disturb his own religious sentiments. When
someone objected that it differed from the fast of
Ramaxan, he said indignantly: "It is a mockery of
Islam to say that the Prophet only observed one
fast. He observed complete fasts, days and nights
together. He only permitted eating after sunset in
Ramazan as a concession to human weakness. The
Prophet himself needed no food, because, as he
said, God sent him spiritual food from heaven. I
myself observed a complete fast all the seven days
that Mahatma Gandhi fasted last August in order
to keep him company. So also Non-Violence is not
a new creed to a Musalman, though Mahatma
Gandhi has revived it when it was forgotten. It was
followed by the Prophet all the time he was in
1 "ji" is a common suffix in India, signifying respect